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U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary,
Northeast District, Southern Region
NAVIGATION SYSTEMS 
   2026 BULLETIN

	This is what we are!
Our 2026 Mission!
	
We verify the Private Aids, check the Federal Aids, survey the Bridges, and correct the Nautical Charts of USCG Northeast District, Southern Region. (CT, NJ, NY, VT)




How we do it!
	
Prevention, Accuracy, Credibility, Timeliness, Professionalism, and Service to the United States Coast Guard.




Our 2026 Annual Goals!
	
First Priority –     SAFETY !
Second Priority – Verify the Private Aids on the 2026 Priority List.
Third Priority – Complete the Photograph Project for Private Aids.
Fourth Priority – Survey the Bridges specified below. 
Fifth Priority – Identify and document all “Unauthorized” Private Aids.
Sixth Priority – Check the remaining Private Aids in each AOR.
Seventh Priority – Check the Federal Aids in each AOR.
Other activities:
Correct all discrepancies observed on NOAA Charts in each AOR.








This bulletin is sent to every member listed in AUXDATA as 
“AID TO NAVIGATION VERIFIER – PQS”, 
except for those who are listed as ‘ARCHIVED’.
Also sent to all NS staff officers.

MAJOR AUXDATA REVISION
AUXDATA did lots of things that affected AVs. 
1) All the people who had the old AV were updated to AV-PQS. 
2) The AV-PQS annual hours requirement is now in place. 

3) Currently active members with the AV-PQS competency were assigned a 12/30/2025 Activity Log with 2 hours of mission code 34. This was to ensure that nobody would get caught up in REYR for prior years when the hours weren’t a requirement. [Affected 1,647 members]
 
4) The 1-hour annual hours requirement was added to the AV-PQS competency and will show up as a Progressive MCT (Member Competency Task) on those MC (Member Competency) records.

Members with no ATON hours yet recorded for 2026 will show with a yellow “In Progress” MCT record. Members who have recorded 1 or more hours of mission codes 30, 31, 32, 33, or 34 for CY 2026 will show with a green “Completed” MCT record.
In other words, everyone is being given a second chance. Even those who have been inactive for the past twenty years.
Now it is your turn to decide what you want to do.
This spreadsheet lists those who did not meet the currency maintenance requirements in 2024/2025.
One of the most important data points that unit and program area leaders track is the number of members in REYR status for Auxiliary qualifications. Unfortunately, these data points are often skewed because many members listed as REYR no longer participate in those mission areas, making our readiness metrics inaccurate. The best way to correct this issue is for members to voluntarily withdraw from certification. If you have a program area qualification, but are no longer participating in that program area, we ask that you use the process outlined below to archive your certification. Your AV certification will be maintained as ARCHIVED so you will not be placed in REYR for AV.
The following members are listed as AV-PQS but were not active during 2024/2025. Please decide if you intend to be an active AV during 2026. I sincerely hope that you intend to be active. If you do not intend to be active, please complete the “Request for Termination of Qualification” and your status will be updated to ARCHIVED. You will remain in AUXDATA as AV-PQS but will no longer have to be annoyed with REYR because of a lapse in AV currency.
To reinstate AV competency, follow the procedure specified after the spreadsheet.
For those listed below who wish to ARCHIVE their AV Competency, contact your ADSO-NS prior to 6/15/2026 and the form will be provided.                   An extract from the form follows in yellow.
VOLUNTARY REQUEST FOR TERMINATION OF QUALIFICATION 
This form is for you if you decided to no longer keep your Qualification(s) current.  Specifically, you have stopped participating in a program and do not plan to resume.  
 Do not use this form if you are temporarily unable to meet the requirements of the Qualification. 
By requesting the termination of a qualification: 
· Your Currency Maintenance and Reporting responsibilities will be relieved.
· Your past accomplishments and activities will remain in AuxData.
· You will remain authorized to wear all related insignia, ribbons, and devices you have earned.
· You may continue to attend training and rejoin the program as time and circumstances permit.

	
Unit Number 
	Last/First Name 
	Original Certification Date
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For those listed above who wish to reinstate their AV Competency, contact your ADSO-NS prior to 6/15/2026
· Chris Howe		– ADSO-NS ANT LIS               chowe2aux@gmail.com
                                                     (Long Island Sound - East of Rye, NY)   
Div partial 07, 22, 24, 25
· David Belding	– ADSO-NS ANT Moriches      onsite@fastmail.fm
(South Shore of Long Island and the Bays)   
Div 01, 13, 18
· Alan Nye		– ADSO-NS ANT Burlington     anyeessex@gmail.Com
(Vermont and NY - South to Whitehall, NY)     
Partial Div 15
· Art Kramer            	– ADSO-NS Sec NY                 mfhusa2@aol.com
(NY South of Whitehall, NY & NJ) 
Div 02, 04, 05, 06, partial 07, 10, 11, 12, 14, partial 15



This spreadsheet lists those whose maintenance requirements are current. 
Please consider helping others to regain their Certification and also encourage others to join the Aid Verifier program
	Unit Number 
	Last/First Name 
	Original Certification Date


                  REDACTED 


PFD Reminder
Just a reminder that anyone performing a mission on or near the water (e.g., NS from a facility) must be in appropriate PFD (Personal Flotation Device).  It is up to the members to perform each and every mission as safely as is possible.
 
Note that NS verifiers on a vessel underway are required to wear an Aux PFD.  They are NOT crew members (unless qualified and appointed as crew for that mission), and as such are not required to wear SAR vests and related equipment.  Should the facility be required to respond to a mission, the NS verifier will maintain a position so as to not obstruct the crew from performing their assigned duties.
 
Many flotillas and divisions currently have in their possession extra PFDs.  At a minimum, each division has a PFD Maintenance officer, who keeps records of issued equipment and inspections.  Members should canvass their respective flotillas and division PFD Maintenance officer for appropriate gear requests and issuance.  After this process, should a member still need a PFD, a request should be made through the DSO-NS.
 
As member safety was, is and will continue to be our top priority, please spread the word far and wide!
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BRIDGE inspection
Since 1996, the USCG has relied on the Auxiliary to observe and report discrepancies on bridges over navigable waterways. Verifiers will concentrate on Movable bridges which contain Lights

It should be noted that many of these bridges can be observed from land. Hence, they can be verified at your convenience. However, before you proceed, contact one of your Flotilla officers as specified below in the paragraph “SAFETY first.

The Bridge database is maintained in an Excel Spreadsheet along with a Google Map displaying the location of all 291 bridges. This information can be found at  District 1SR - Aids To Navigation which is the Bridge portion of the NS website.
This web screen also contains the 7055 Form which you will use to report your findings.
The completed 7055 Form is sent to the DSO-NS  aolsen413@gmail.com  for submission to the CG Bridge Office.

Unlike PATONs where we only have a couple of months to inspect them, bridges can be inspected year-round. When you are ready to inspect bridges, grab another Aux member (doesn't have to be AV qualified), go to the Google Map that shows all the bridges and go inspect a bridge(s).  

Bridge priorities for 2026:
All Bridges should be checked. However, some are listed in the spreadsheet as Priority. Please consider this when you select your destinations.


SAFETY first

Accidents happen at the most inopportune moments. You can be in very serious trouble if you are alone. This is especially true at night. Boat patrols are under written orders and automatically require at least two people. Use the same rational for ALL missions, not just missions for which written orders have been issued. Within NS, the missions are PATON, Bridge and Chart.
Contact at least one of your Flotilla officers, who you trust to cover your back, stating your planned mission location, date and time (aka float plan). At the completion of the mission, or the specified time, report back to this person. If you don’t report back, this officer is expected to initiate a search. Notification should be made by email, text or voice. Email and text are better since you will have a record if it should ever be needed. Again, this contact is your lifeline. This procedure is similar to VE
Consider having a partner on the mission. Besides safety, this provides a training opportunity. There are tricks to every trade. Don’t hoard your techniques.

Currency Maintenance in CGD NE SR
National requirements for currency maintenance by Auxiliary Aid Verifiers became effective January 2025 as specified in Chapter 2 Section C of the ATON Handbook (16500.16) . Coast_Guard_Aids_to_Navigation_Program_Handbook_16500.16_Electronic_Signature.pdf (uscgaux.info)



	IMPORTANT: It is part of DSO-NS’s function to assure the Coast Guard that any Auxiliarist who verifies and submits a 7054 PATON Report on-line to the Harbormaster System, is qualified as an AV and is current (has submitted an ATON, PATON, Bridge verification or Chart report each year.  I try to do everything in my power to ensure that AVs do not lose their AV currency and/or their AV qualification.  However, there are legal implications for the Coast Guard if this protocol is not followed.  Your AV qualification is potential evidence that can be introduced in court that you were trained and qualified when you performed this important work for the Coast Guard.  
Please! No begging or whining.  Be sure that you correctly update AUXDATA with your Navigation Systems activity.
If you need assistance, feel free to contact me directly.




ACTIVITY CALENDAR for Navigation Systems Staff Officers

	
If you are relieving an NS Staff Officer at any level, you should have received all the records and materials for your new office by now.  If not, make arrangements with your predecessor and get the records transferred to you as soon as possible.

Secure a copy of the list of the current Staff Officers for your AOR in the Navigation Systems Program.  Remind them to check their E-mail address in AUXDATA. Have them send any corrections to your SO-IS. 

Start working on your Navigation System Program Plan. If you have a problem, contact your SO-NS, ADSO-NS, or DSO-NS for assistance. Each NS Program should include:
· Private Aid (PATON) Verification Program, Only Current AV-qualified volunteers may participate.
· Private Aid (PATON) Checking Program. Only Current AV-qualified volunteers may participate.
· Private Aid Photo Program. All Auxiliary volunteers may participate.
· Bridge (BAP) Surveying Program. Only Current AV-qualified volunteers may participate.
· Bridge (BAP) Checking Program. All Auxiliary volunteers may participate.
· Federal Aid (ATON) Checking Program. All Auxiliary volunteers may participate.
· Chart-Updating Program. All Auxiliary volunteers may participate.




Please forward this bulletin to your members at the Flotilla and Division levels.  We have important Coast Guard business to complete each year, and we need AV and NS Staff Officer support from skilled and trained Auxiliarists in every Division in order to meet our goals.

Under the Privacy Act of 1974, all information in this bulletin may only be used for official purposes. Any other use is a violation of law. This bulletin was prepared and published by the CG Northeast District Southern Region  Navigation Systems Team. Contact the editor at aolsen413@gmail.com
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“Aid Verifiers are required to wear the following (while underway):

_Approved PFD (Type III or Anti Exposure Coverall)
PLB
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